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Depictions of Shiite Leaders and Imam Mahdi (PBUH) in Visual
Arts: A Case Study of Illustrated Shahnamehs and Falnamehs

Dr. Shirin Asadi karam !

Dr. Seyyed Razi Mousavi Gilani 2
Abstract

Book illustration (Ketab-ara’i) has long been one of the artistic practices highly
valued by rulers throughout history. In their royal ateliers, they commissioned
master artists to illustrate and transcribe significant and valuable texts. Among
such works were mystical writings, scientific treatises, collections of great poets,
and particularly the Shahnamehs and Falnamehs, along with other manuscripts
that in some cases were devoted to the figures of saints and religious leaders. This
study examines two of the most important categories of illustrated manuscripts—
Shahnamehs and Falnamehs—to analyze the images contained within them and to
answer the question: How many of these images are devoted to religious leaders,
including Imam al-Mahdi (PBUH)?

The Shiite inclination of Iranian rulers, especially during dynasties adhering to
Shiism, led to a growing tendency toward the depiction of Shiite leaders.
Alongside the Shahnameh-based manuscript illustrations—often reflecting a
symbolic identification of kings with the heroes of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh—their
Shiite beliefs and artistic patronage also prioritized the representation of religious
leaders within their artistic workshops.

Keywords: Visual Arts, Shahnameh, Falnameh, Manuscript Illustration, Imam al-
Mahdi (PBUH), Shiite Art, Islamic Art

1.Ph.D. in Philosophy of Religious Arts, University of Religions and Denominations; Facult
Member, Islamic Azad University, Parand Branch, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author
(shirin.assadi57@gmail.com).

2. Associate Professor and Faculty Member, Institute of Islamic Art and Thought, Qom,
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Abstract

In the era of new media dominance and cognitive warfare, the doctrine of
Mahdism—as one of the most profound theological legacies of Imami Shi‘ism
and a symbol of global justice and resistance against hegemonic domination—has
become a focal point of Western strategic confrontation. This study adopts an
analytical—critical approach to conduct an in-depth examination of Western media
strategies employed in cognitive warfare against Mahdism, while also proposing
effective counteractive measures. The research methodology is based on content
analysis of Islamic texts, a review of relevant scholarly literature, and a critical
investigation of contemporary media strategies. The findings reveal that Western
media, through tools such as social media platforms, cinematic productions, and
fabricated analytical narratives, engage in systematic engineering of Muslim
public perception in order to demote the belief in Mahdism from a civilization-
building and inspirational doctrine to a mythical, illusory, and threatening
construct. In response to this cognitive assault, the proposed strategies include
strengthening doctrinal foundations through education rooted in authoritative
sources, enhancing media literacy to identify distortions and manipulations,
establishing independent Islamic media institutions, expanding interdisciplinary
research in theological and media studies, and formulating cognitive defense
mechanisms. By addressing a significant research gap at the intersection of
cognitive warfare and Mahdism, this study offers a practical and innovative
framework for cultural policy-making and strategic resistance.

Keywords: Cognitive warfare, Western media strategies, Shi‘i Mahdism,
epistemic distortion, media literacy, cultural resistance
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An Analysis of Poetic Atmosphere-Creation in the Formation of
Religious Themes in the Poetry of Mehrdad Owsta

(with Emphasis on Mahdist Allusive Atmosphere-Creation)

Dr. Aliakbar Kamalinahad !

Abstract

Every poet or writer, influenced by the social environment in which they live,
produces works that reflect the society and atmosphere that shape their intellectual
and emotional development. The main objective of this study is to examine the
various atmospheres present in the poetry of Mehrdad Owsta, with particular
emphasis on religious and Mahdist spaces. Such an examination enables readers
to gain a deeper understanding of the poet’s perspective and worldview. To
achieve this objective, Owsta’s poems are analyzed using a descriptive method
combined with content analysis. Mehrdad Owsta lived during a period marked by
political repression and monarchical despotism, during which he keenly observed
the suffering and hardships of his contemporaries. This historical and social
context led his poetry to function as a reflection of society. He skillfully employs
suitable poetic atmospheres to help the audience clearly perceive the emotional
and conceptual space of his poems. Owsta artistically uses joyful rhythms and
melodies to evoke a sense of happiness in the reader, while, conversely,
employing sorrowful and mournful diction to create a melancholic atmosphere. At
times, he adopts a critical and protest-oriented language, utilizing epic and
forceful rhythms to construct political and oppositional spaces within his poetry.
Through the deliberate sequencing and arrangement of words, the audience
encounters diverse poetic atmospheres in his works. Furthermore, by employing
allusive imagery and the co-occurrence of religious vocabulary—particularly
themes related to waiting—Owsta directs his poetic atmosphere toward religion.
Through a philosophical engagement with the concept of waiting and Imam
Mahdi (PBUH), he highlights the diversity of atmosphere-creation in his poetry,
especially in relation to religious and Mahdist themes.

Keywords: Mehrdad Owsta, contemporary poetry, poetic atmosphere-creation,
thematic diversitym, allusive atmosphere-creation, religious and Mahdist themes

1. Assistant Professor and Faculty Member, DeF_artment of Persian Language and Literature Education,
Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran(alikamali@cfu.ac.ir)
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Semiotics of Mahdist Rituals and Their Role in the Resilience of
Shi‘i Communities

Dr. Reza Shojaei mehr !

Abstract

Mahdism, as one of the most fundamental theological and cultural doctrines of
Shi‘ism, has played a significant role throughout history in shaping collective
identity and sustaining social cohesion. This belief functions beyond a merely
individual conviction and operates as a socio-civilizational mechanism. Mahdist
rituals—such as Du‘@a’ al-Nudbah, Ziyarat Al Yasin, the ceremonies of mid-
Sha‘ban, and gatherings of supplication, waiting, and continuous remembrance of
the Imam of the Age (PBUH)—are not merely devotional practices, but socio-
cultural signs that convey symbolic codes of hope, anticipation, solidarity, and
resistance. Through their meaning-producing functions, these signs have
historically contributed to the resilience of Shi‘i communities in the face of crises,
pressures, and threats. The present study adopts a semiotic approach, drawing on
theories from the sociology of religion and the concept of social resilience, to
analyze Mahdist rituals. These rituals are examined in light of Qur’anic verses,
Shi‘i narrations, and authoritative supplications. The study then explores the
symbolic significations of Mahdist rituals and their role in reproducing hope,
strengthening social cohesion, and fostering cultural resistance. The findings
indicate that, through ritual codes and sacred texts, these practices contribute to
the consolidation of collective identity, the reproduction of future-oriented
consciousness, and the formation of spiritual bonds between the individual and
society, thereby demonstrating a distinctive capacity to enhance the resilience of
Shi‘i communities throughout history.

Keywords: Mahdism, semiotics; rituals, resilience, Shi‘i communities

1. Instructor of Advanced Levels at the Qom Seminary; Ph.D. in Shi‘a Studies, University of
Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran(tarid315@gmail.com)
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Abstract

This research conducts a comparative and analytical study of the deep
relationships between the teachings of Mahdism in Islamic thought - especially
Shiite - and the transcendental stories of Surah Al-Kahf (the Companions of the
Cave, Moses and Khidr, peace be upon them, Dhul-Qarnayn). Using a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on interpretive, narrative, and theological sources, it
argues that Surah Al-Kahf not only contains previews and symbolic models for
the era of occultation and reappearance, but also its structure and content provide
a Quranic framework for understanding the key concepts of Mahdism. The
findings show that concepts such as long “occupation”, “"active waiting" and
maintaining faith during the period of sedition, "special divine guidance" during
the occultation, the fight against the tyrant and arrogance, and the savior's
appearance are explained in this surah in a mysterious and exemplary manner. The
result is that Surah Al-Kahf acts as a "Quranic paradigm” and, by presenting
narratives that are consistent with the period of occultation and appearance, is
both an explanation of Mahdist teachings and a source for extracting behavioral
standards for the waiting society and explaining the historical philosophy of
waiting for the return. This reading reveals the semantic richness of Surah Al-
Kahf and reveals new dimensions of the indissoluble bond between the Quran and
the progeny in Islamic thought.

Keywords: Surah Al-Kahf, Mahdism, structural relations between the Quran and
the progeny, supernatural stories
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A Critical-Comparative Study of Jiirgen Moltmann’s “Theology
of Hope” and the Eschatology of Mahdist Expectation in Shi'i
Theology

Dr. Elaheh Hadian Rasnani !

Abstract

This study adopts a critical-comparative approach to examine the relationship
between Jiirgen Moltmann’s theology of hope and the eschatology of “waiting” in
Shi‘i theology. The central issue concerns the assessment of the origin of hope,
historical agency, and the direction of faith’s movement within these two
theological frameworks. The research method is based on conceptual-textual
analysis and a systematic comparison of primary sources, including Moltmann’s
major works—Theology of Hope, The Crucified God, The Coming of God, and
Ethics of Hope—alongside Qur’anic, doctrinal, and narrative texts of Imami
Shi‘ism concerning Mahdism and active waiting. The findings indicate that, in
Moltmann’s theology, hope functions as a historical and human-driven force that
liberates faith from individual passivity and connects it to social action and the
pursuit of justice. In this view, God is present within the suffering of history, yet
the realization of the Kingdom is largely entrusted to humanity’s active
participation in shaping the future. In contrast, the eschatology of waiting in Shi‘i
theology is grounded in God-centeredness, reliance on revelation, and certainty in
divine promise. Waiting is understood not as a passive state but as a conscious and
faith-inspired activity rooted in trust in divine norms and traditions. Accordingly,
while Moltmann interprets hope as a movement from below to above—from
humanity toward God—the Shi‘i eschatology of waiting conceptualizes the
process from above to below, from divine promise toward historical realization.
The study concludes that Shi‘i waiting, grounded in God-centeredness and
revelatory certainty, offers a more comprehensive and profound framework than
Moltmann’s theology of hope and may be understood as a form of “divine
theology of hope” in contrast to a predominantly “human-centered theology of
hope.” The originality of this article lies in moving beyond convergent
comparison toward a foundational analysis of epistemological, anthropological,
and teleological differences between the two systems, thereby formulating two
distinct models of religious hope.

Keywords: Theology of hope, Jurgen Moltmann, eschatology, Mahdism, active
waiting; Shi‘i theology, divine norms

1. Associate Professor, Department of Qur’an, University of Qur’an and Hadith, Tehran,
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