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Abstract

This study adopts a critical-comparative approach to examine the relationship
between Jiirgen Moltmann’s theology of hope and the eschatology of “waiting” in
Shi‘i theology. The central issue concerns the assessment of the origin of hope,
historical agency, and the direction of faith’s movement within these two
theological frameworks. The research method is based on conceptual-textual
analysis and a systematic comparison of primary sources, including Moltmann’s
major works—Theology of Hope, The Crucified God, The Coming of God, and
Ethics of Hope—alongside Qur’anic, doctrinal, and narrative texts of Imami
Shi‘ism concerning Mahdism and active waiting. The findings indicate that, in
Moltmann’s theology, hope functions as a historical and human-driven force that
liberates faith from individual passivity and connects it to social action and the
pursuit of justice. In this view, God is present within the suffering of history, yet
the realization of the Kingdom is largely entrusted to humanity’s active
participation in shaping the future. In contrast, the eschatology of waiting in Shi‘i
theology is grounded in God-centeredness, reliance on revelation, and certainty in
divine promise. Waiting is understood not as a passive state but as a conscious and
faith-inspired activity rooted in trust in divine norms and traditions. Accordingly,
while Moltmann interprets hope as a movement from below to above—from
humanity toward God—the Shi‘i eschatology of waiting conceptualizes the
process from above to below, from divine promise toward historical realization.
The study concludes that Shi‘i waiting, grounded in God-centeredness and
revelatory certainty, offers a more comprehensive and profound framework than
Moltmann’s theology of hope and may be understood as a form of “divine
theology of hope” in contrast to a predominantly “human-centered theology of
hope.” The originality of this article lies in moving beyond convergent
comparison toward a foundational analysis of epistemological, anthropological,
and teleological differences between the two systems, thereby formulating two
distinct models of religious hope.

Keywords: Theology of hope, Jiirgen Moltmann, eschatology, Mahdism, active
waiting; Shi‘i theology, divine norms
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