ASRE ADINEH

ISSN: 2588 - 3291 Fall & Winter 2026

Analysis of the Structural and Content Relationships between
Mahdist Doctrines and the Transcendental Stories of Surah
Al-Kahf

Parivash Alizadeh 1
Dr. Aziz Alizadeh Salteh 2
Rogayyeh Dorosti 3

Abstract

This research conducts a comparative and analytical study of the deep
relationships between the teachings of Mahdism in Islamic thought - especially
Shiite - and the transcendental stories of Surah Al-Kahf (the Companions of the
Cave, Moses and Khidr, peace be upon them, Dhul-Qarnayn). Using a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on interpretive, narrative, and theological sources, it
argues that Surah Al-Kahf not only contains previews and symbolic models for
the era of occultation and reappearance, but also its structure and content provide
a Quranic framework for understanding the key concepts of Mahdism. The
findings show that concepts such as long “occupation”, “"active waiting" and
maintaining faith during the period of sedition, "special divine guidance" during
the occultation, the fight against the tyrant and arrogance, and the savior's
appearance are explained in this surah in a mysterious and exemplary manner. The
result is that Surah Al-Kahf acts as a "Quranic paradigm” and, by presenting
narratives that are consistent with the period of occultation and appearance, is
both an explanation of Mahdist teachings and a source for extracting behavioral
standards for the waiting society and explaining the historical philosophy of
waiting for the return. This reading reveals the semantic richness of Surah Al-
Kahf and reveals new dimensions of the indissoluble bond between the Quran and
the progeny in Islamic thought.

Keywords: Surah Al-Kahf, Mahdism, structural relations between the Quran and
the progeny, supernatural stories
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