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Abstract

Mahdism, as one of the most fundamental theological and cultural doctrines of
Shi‘ism, has played a significant role throughout history in shaping collective
identity and sustaining social cohesion. This belief functions beyond a merely
individual conviction and operates as a socio-civilizational mechanism. Mahdist
rituals—such as Du‘@a’ al-Nudbah, Ziyarat Al Yasin, the ceremonies of mid-
Sha‘ban, and gatherings of supplication, waiting, and continuous remembrance of
the Imam of the Age (PBUH)—are not merely devotional practices, but socio-
cultural signs that convey symbolic codes of hope, anticipation, solidarity, and
resistance. Through their meaning-producing functions, these signs have
historically contributed to the resilience of Shi‘i communities in the face of crises,
pressures, and threats. The present study adopts a semiotic approach, drawing on
theories from the sociology of religion and the concept of social resilience, to
analyze Mahdist rituals. These rituals are examined in light of Qur’anic verses,
Shi‘i narrations, and authoritative supplications. The study then explores the
symbolic significations of Mahdist rituals and their role in reproducing hope,
strengthening social cohesion, and fostering cultural resistance. The findings
indicate that, through ritual codes and sacred texts, these practices contribute to
the consolidation of collective identity, the reproduction of future-oriented
consciousness, and the formation of spiritual bonds between the individual and
society, thereby demonstrating a distinctive capacity to enhance the resilience of
Shi‘i communities throughout history.
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