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Abstract

Book illustration (Ketab-ara’i) has long been one of the artistic practices highly
valued by rulers throughout history. In their royal ateliers, they commissioned
master artists to illustrate and transcribe significant and valuable texts. Among
such works were mystical writings, scientific treatises, collections of great poets,
and particularly the Shahnamehs and Falnamehs, along with other manuscripts
that in some cases were devoted to the figures of saints and religious leaders. This
study examines two of the most important categories of illustrated manuscripts—
Shahnamehs and Falnamehs—to analyze the images contained within them and to
answer the question: How many of these images are devoted to religious leaders,
including Imam al-Mahdi (PBUH)?

The Shiite inclination of Iranian rulers, especially during dynasties adhering to
Shiism, led to a growing tendency toward the depiction of Shiite leaders.
Alongside the Shahnameh-based manuscript illustrations—often reflecting a
symbolic identification of kings with the heroes of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh—their
Shiite beliefs and artistic patronage also prioritized the representation of religious
leaders within their artistic workshops.

Keywords: Visual Arts, Shahnameh, Falnameh, Manuscript Illustration, Imam al-
Mahdi (PBUH), Shiite Art, Islamic Art
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