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Abstract

In the era of new media dominance and cognitive warfare, the doctrine of
Mahdism—as one of the most profound theological legacies of Imami Shi‘ism
and a symbol of global justice and resistance against hegemonic domination—has
become a focal point of Western strategic confrontation. This study adopts an
analytical—critical approach to conduct an in-depth examination of Western media
strategies employed in cognitive warfare against Mahdism, while also proposing
effective counteractive measures. The research methodology is based on content
analysis of Islamic texts, a review of relevant scholarly literature, and a critical
investigation of contemporary media strategies. The findings reveal that Western
media, through tools such as social media platforms, cinematic productions, and
fabricated analytical narratives, engage in systematic engineering of Muslim
public perception in order to demote the belief in Mahdism from a civilization-
building and inspirational doctrine to a mythical, illusory, and threatening
construct. In response to this cognitive assault, the proposed strategies include
strengthening doctrinal foundations through education rooted in authoritative
sources, enhancing media literacy to identify distortions and manipulations,
establishing independent Islamic media institutions, expanding interdisciplinary
research in theological and media studies, and formulating cognitive defense
mechanisms. By addressing a significant research gap at the intersection of
cognitive warfare and Mahdism, this study offers a practical and innovative
framework for cultural policy-making and strategic resistance.

Keywords: Cognitive warfare, Western media strategies, Shi‘i Mahdism,
epistemic distortion, media literacy, cultural resistance
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