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Metaphor and idealization in the waiting society: a dual role in
unity and division

Dr. Reza Isania !
Abstract

In the society that awaits Imam Mahdi (PBUH), the concept of Mahdism is not
only an ideological belief, but also an identity-building and socio-political
movement-oriented framework that is formed through conceptual metaphors and
transpersonal ideals and guides collective developments. This article aims to
examine the dual role of metaphor and idealization in strengthening or weakening
social solidarity in the waiting society, and analyzes how these two symbolic
mechanisms affect Mahdist identity, active waiting, and collective behaviors. In
this article, using the qualitative method of content analysis and utilizing the
theoretical framework of conceptual metaphor by Lakoff and Johnson, it is shown
that metaphors such as “waiting as jihad,” “Mahdi (PBUH) as the light of hope,”
or “the world as a cradle and a grave” not only structure the collective mentality,
but also provide the conditions for collective unity, prudence, and patience by
creating a common image of the future. In contrast, negative or exaggerated
metaphors-such as “the Mahdi’s (PBUH) radiance that shines only at the last
moment” or “the world as an earth that is only purified by destruction”-can lead to
unattainable or unrealistic ideals that, in turn, reinforce a sense of hopelessness,
indifference, or even hasty and divisive actions. The findings of this study, while
emphasizing the importance of redefining Mahdist concepts within a viable and
hopeful framework, pave the way for designing cultural and educational strategies
to strengthen national and social unity in Shiite societies. Keywords: Metaphor,
Idealism, Waiting Society, Unity, Division
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