ASRE ADINEH

Eighteenth year ,no 41

ISSN: 2588 - 3291 Spring & Summer 2025

Analyzing the role of new media in promoting or weakening belief
in Mahdism among teenagers

Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Ghalamkarian *
Asma Astaraki 2

Abstract

In the era of new media- where adolescents are more exposed than ever to vast
volumes of information, imagery, and often contradictory messages- preserving
and strengthening religious beliefs, particularly the doctrine of Mahdism as a core
tenet of Shia Islam, has become increasingly critical. This study adopts an
analytical-descriptive approach to examine the role of new medias in either
weakening or promoting belief in Mahdism among adolescents. Data were
collected through theoretical sources, previous field studies, and media content
analysis. The findings indicate that in the absence of effective religious education
and media literacy, new medias can lead to confusion, doubt, and weaking of
adolescents’ belief in Mahdism. Conversely, conscious and purposeful use of
media—accompanied by the production of engaging religious content, integrated
religious-media education, active involvement of parents and educators, and the
cultivation of critical thinking skills—can deepen belief in the Promised Mahdi
(A.F) and promote Mahdist teachings. Therefore, the intelligent utilization of
media capacities in cooperation with educational, cultural, and family institutions
not only protects adolescents from ideological doubts but also paves the way for
raising a generation that is informed, dynamic, and committed to religious values.
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