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Abstract

Without a doubt, today we are confronted with a deviant movement known as
Ahmad Ismail Basri, also called Ahmad al-Hasan, within the realm of Mahdism,
whose social and security-related harms are undeniable. Confronting this
movement requires detailed field studies. However, it seems that the limited
research in this area has primarily focused on examining the nature of this
movement and the claims of false Mahdis, while the crucial aspect of why and
how individuals are drawn to this movement has been largely overlooked.

This study aims to explore this neglected dimension by identifying the causes and
motivations behind the attraction to the specific movement of Ahmad Ismail
Yamani and analyzing the process of these tendencies. The research method in
this study involved qualitative content analysis of interviews with a range of
researchers, professors, converts, and followers of the Yamani movement, as well
as referring to relevant written documents.

The result of the study is the presentation of a six-stage model, which includes the
following steps: social disorder, inner despair and frustration, a sense of religious
responsibility, social rejection, social attention and acceptance, and eventual
absorption as an official member of the deviant movement.

Keywords: Deviant movement, Ahmad Ismail, Yamani, causes of attraction,
stage model
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